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Worshipful Master

This time always engenders thoughts of resolutions for the remainder of the

year. As a Lodge, St. John’s should not only look forward to the year to come
but to the heritage of one hundred and fifty years of Masonry in the Seattle area. Our
150" Year Celebration Committee has been very busy over the holidays looking at
potential venues and making plans for our Anniversary Event. All suggestions are
solicited, as we want to make the event one worthy of the Masons that have populated
our Lodge since its inception. Be at our meeting on the 20™, where we will discuss the
planning to date.

We have had numerous charitable activities over the Holiday Season. | wish to
express my sincere appreciation to each of the members and the spouses who participated
in making each an unqualified success. A special thank you to VWBro. Chuck Brockway
and lady Sherla for organizing and executing Operation Kid Smile. Another thank you to
WBro. Charlie Tupper for heading up the effort to provide Thanksgiving and Christmas
meals and gifts to the selected families in our area.

| wish to take this opportunity to discuss what I believe to be one of the challenges
we face as a Lodge and indeed a Fraternity. The challenge is good communication.
Communication is a two way activity; there must be a transmitter and a receiver. The
key to good communication is making sure the message transmitted is same as the one
received. Needless to say, the best method to communicate is face-to-face. By this
method we may observe not only the acknowledgement of the receptor that the message
was heard but also the body language as to how it was received. The receiver may also
observe the body language of the person transmitting the message. A message given with
a smile conveys a far different message than one give with a frown or snarl. The point
here is that written communication cannot convey this body language and a message
intended to transmit a playful or humorous message may be received in a completely
different manner if the receiver is not aware of the context.

Another problem of written communication is whether or not it is received, or if so,
even read. | must confess that | sometimes simply assume that since | sent a letter or
email that the receiver has read and understood the message. | experimented some years
ago by publishing an article in the Monitor which discussed this issue of communication.
At the end of the article, I asked all who read it to email me and acknowledge that they
had done so. | am not sure the exact circulation of the paper but I suspect that it is in
excess of 3,000. | received emails from 23 individuals. | say individuals because some
of the responses were from members of concordant organizations. | would like to
duplicate that experiment with this Trestle Board. Please email me at
aljorg@comcast.com to indicate that you have seen this article and | would appreciate
any suggestions you might have on how we may improve the communication among the
membership of St. John’s Lodge.

In conclusion, so that we might have the opportunity to communicate on the best
level, face-to-face, | solicit and encourage your attendance at our stated meetings.
Additionally, there are numerous opportunities to assist in and support the charities of the
Lodge. Your participation will only make our charitable endeavors more successful.

I extend to each of you a sincere wish for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

7910 Greenwood Ave. North
Telephone (206) 623-0261
stjohns9@seattlemasons.org
http://www.seattlemasons.org

LODGE OFFICERS WORKSHOP

In an effort to help new Lodge
officers, District 5 LOMA will be
holding a workshop Saturday,
January 30, at University Lodge.
The workshop will be from 8:30am
to 11:30am, with breakfast served at
7:45.

Proficiency in Lodge Management,
Washington Masonic Code,
Membership  Development, and
Ritual & Protocol, will be addressed.

From the Secretary

We are trying to develop an e-mail list
for all Brothers of the Lodge so that we
may notify you of upcoming events
and Lodge activities. This also enable
us to send you the trestleboard
electronically. If you are not now
receiving email communication from
your Lodge, please send your e-mail
address to stjohns9@seattlemasons.org

to be added to the mailing "é{%‘

SN
CALENDAR fﬁ- =
e January 11 (7-9pm): Ritua

instruction classes at Greenwood
Masonic Center

e January 12 (7pm): EA degree

e January 17 (3pm): Scottish Rite
Reception for the Grand Master
(Bellevue Masonic Center)

e January 20 (6:15pm) 7:30pm: St.
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated

e January 30 (8:30am): District 5
Workshop (at University Lodge)

e February 9 (6pm): Officers
Meeting

e February 10 (6pm): Board of
Trustees

e September 4: St. John's 150™
Birthday!

e September 11:_150™ Anniversary
Celebration
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January Communication Welcomes Guest Speaker

Worshipful Master Al Jorgensen invites all Brothers and friends of St. John’s to our January communication,
Wednesday, January 20. In addition to acting on a resolution to establish a budget line item for our 150" anniversary
commemoration, we expect to hear about the University Lions Club’s efforts to support sight programs and services.

Brothers usually begin to arrive around 5:30 for lively conversation and news of the day
before dinner is served at 6:15. This month, the Rainbow Girls of Richmond Highlands Assembly
No. 97 will be our wait staff for a fine meal prepared by our chef Edwin Barber. We’ve enjoyed
the table services of Job’s Daughters Burien Bethel No. 40 in October, November, and December
and look forward to the Rainbow Girls for the next 2-3 months.

Bro. Joseph Oates was installed as Junior Warden at a special communication last month, as

we were able to catch him home for the holidays before he returned to Buffalo, NY, on an
extended business project. Bro. Oates should be back in his station in the South in February.

Representatives from the University Lions will speak
prior to our business session. The Lions support sight and
hearing programs for those with deficient vision and ability to
hear. Where a person cannot afford glasses or hearing aids,
the Lions will aid in supplying them. Lions also operate a 62-
foot-long, medically-equipped Health Screening Unit which
travels throughout Washington and Northern Idaho to give
free health screenings at schools, fairs, and other public
events. Checking for glaucoma, diabetes, high blood pressure,
and sight and hearing loss is key to interventions in potentially
life-threatening health problems.

This year, the Lions Health Screening Unit will provide
free screening for an estimated 30,000 patients, the vast
majority of whom will be children. We are pleased to count
the Lions among our charities.

Please make your 6:15pm dinner reservations with
the secretary at stjiohns9@seattlemasons.org or 206
623-0261 by Friday (January 15™) prior to the stated
meeting. Invite a brother to accompany you to lodge.

MASONIC EDUCATION

During our December stated
communication, WBro. Charles Tupper
demonstrated how one might research
many aspects of Freemasonry by the use of
the George Washington Memorial website
http://www.gwmemorial.org/. As an
example, he accessed the Washington
Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1861, which included the
Grand Master’s report regarding violation of the Masonic
Code by certain members of St. John's No. 9 and the
ultimate suspension of this Lodge’s Senior Warden.
MWABro. Jorgensen added that at the cost of approximately
35¢ per page, we could digitize our Minutes for viewing
through the Washington Memorial website.

On his famous solo flight
across the Atlantic, Charles
Lindbergh wore a square and
compasses on his jacket as a
good luck piece. He was a
Mason.

ST. JOHN’S LODGE NO. 9 TO CELEBRATE
150 YEARS OF MASONRY IN SEATTLE

September 11, 2010. Hold this date open for a day of
re-dedication and celebration!

Brothers of St. John's will assemble to rededicate our
Lodge in recognition of 150 years of Masonic presence in
the Greater Seattle community. The Grand Master and
members of the Grand Lodge team will join us in this
beautiful and solemn ceremony on Saturday, September 11.

That evening, a fabulous dinner and entertainment
will be held to recognize this wonderful occasion.
Members of the Lodge, their ladies, and selected guests
will be invited. Plans are underway to invite a recognized
speaker, with music and dancing to follow, at one of
several noted venues in Seattle. Among those being
considered are the Museum of Flight, top of the Columbia
Tower Center, the Westin Hotel, and the Space Needle.

So mark your calendar now. This won’t be just
another anniversary dinner. This will be a day and an
evening to remember!

ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE

Mr. John Louderback, fireman, will be initiated Tuesday,
January 12. A special communication will be opened at 7pm,
immediately followed by the Entered Apprentice degree. All
brothers are encouraged to be present at this first step in soon-
to-be-Brother Louderback’s Masonic journey.

St. John's No. 9 Officers 2010
Worshipful Master  Alvin Jorgensen 253 862-3083
Senior Warden George Rine 206 784-9617
Junior Warden Joseph Oates, Jr. 425 883-4457

Treasurer James Maher 253 630-0218
Secretary James Russell 425 778-6823
Chaplain Alex LaBarba 206 617-7308
Marshal Charles Brockway 253 845-9735

206 720-1560
425 688-1401
206 588-0909
206 859-0370
206 818-9210
425 337-7134

David Flood
Hans Wehl

Carl Tokarek
Simon Letarte
Adam Creighton
Terry Grove

Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon

Senior Steward
Junior Steward
Musician

Tyler


http://www.gwmemorial.org/

SOMETHING FOR THE LADIES, TOO

Beginning with the February 17 stated communication,
lady Nancy Jorgensen will be offering a variety of
programs for the ladies periodically throughout the
year while the men are in our meetings. Hopefully
this will encourage our ladies to be more involved.
Expect to hear more about this in February.

LETTER FROM SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

(Chris Kaminski is a Ballard High graduate majoring in Finance at the
UW School of Business. St. John's has provided four scholarships to
Chris since 2006.)

Hello All,

About six months have passed
since that last time | wrote you. |
apologize for the delay. The
good news is that | have been
busy with school and work and
have not forgotten about you all.
Probably the best news I have to share is that | have
qualified for Winter Camp 2010 with Northwestern
Mutual. Winter Camp is an all expense paid trip out to
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in February and it is a three-day
retreat focused only on College Agents for Northwestern.
In order to qualify you have to be ranked in the top 100
College Agents for the fourth quarter of this year. | ranked
number 42 out of 3000.

School is going well. 1 finished up this Fall quarter taking
two finance classes and a music class. Next quarter will be
similar, taking two finance classes and a psychology class.
I can’t believe I am going to graduate in June! I'm so
excited to get started working full time and begin the next
chapter of life!

Christmas was good for me. Spent some time with my
family, exchanged presents, and ate some great food!
Hope you all had a wonderful holiday season as well!

I am also taking this week off work to get some much
needed rest and relaxation time. | am really looking
forward to hanging out with some friends and getting lots
of sleep. Soon enough the new quarter will start up and the
daily grind will begin once again.

I hope you are all doing well. Thank you again for your
support.

That’s all for now, but I hope to write you again in March.

Chris

HERE AND ABOUT

Bro. Morgan Jones teaches Chinese,
French, and Russian languages.... The 2010
Wardens’ Conference will be held March 12 -
14 at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center
in Yakima.... St. John's newly installed
Trustee and Brother MW Sat Tashiro has been
installed Nile Shrine Potentate for 2010....MW Al Jorgensen has
been installed Master of Kadosh of the Tacoma Valley Scottish Rite
Consistory; VW Chuck Brockway installed Expert in the Lodge of
Perfection (Tacoma).... Chaplain Bro. Alex LaBarba received the
Hiram Award from his Mother Lodge, Doric No. 92.

RESOLUTION FOR ACTION IN JANUARY

Whereas St. John's Lodge No. 9 was chartered September
4, 1860 and will celebrate 150 years of Masonry in
Seattle, and

Whereas it is the desire of the members of St. John's
Lodge No. 9 that we celebrate this special anniversary in
a style befitting our historic place in the Greater Seattle
community,

Therefore be it resolved that funds not to exceed $50,000
be authorized for our 150" anniversary celebration
including appropriate advertising/news and media
coverage.

Grand Master To Be Feted by Scottish Rite
On January 17", the Seattle | '
Valley Scottish Rite will be honoring
our Grand Master Gale H. Kenney at a
reception to be held at the Bellevue
Masonic Center. Officers and
members are invited to this 3pm event.
On January 23, the Scottish Rite
will be holding a cornerstone laying
for their new facility in the City of Shoreline at N. 152nd
and Aurora Ave. N. Two lodge rooms, a large dining hall,
a full size commercial kitchen, administrative offices and
room for the Rite Care facility are}'a}llq included.
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Protest Global Warming



Coming to Dinner at 6:15? RSVP at 206 623-0261 or

email the Secretary at stjohns9@seattlersans.org

OPERATION KID SMILE:

Santa comes to Fort Lewis

Eleven Brothers of St. John's and five of their ladies
made the Holidays extra special for famllles of the 555th
Combat Engineer Brigade
(Triple Nickel) at Fort Lewis
last month.  Toys, food,
clothing, and other essentials
were distributed to those
who were fortunate enough
to receive a visit from St.
Nicholas.

In addition to the $1,500 supplied by the Lodge another
$1,400+ was contributed in cash, clothing and toys by
member families of St. John's. WBro. Hans Wehl donned
his red suit again and entertained the children and
distributed gifts.

This marks the 7" year that Santa has visited families of
Fort Lewis via the St. John's sleigh!

Santa and flfteen helpers visit Fort Lewis

(LtoR): Terry Grove, Alex LaBarba, Hans Wehl, Chuck Brockway,
Nancy Jorgensen, Al Jorgensen, Jack Berg, Joe Oates, Mark Campbell,
David Flood, Katie Campbell, Skip Albertson, and George Rine. Sherla
Brockway and Debbie Wexler (Oates) were in the “giant sleigh” sorting
out gifts. Sharon Wehl was resting at home after shopping for children’s
clothes. Photo by Ken Wehl.

Soup Kitchen Needs

The Phinney Neighborhood Assoc. (PNA) Soup
Kitchen is looking for donations of ground coffee,
bulk sugar, jams and jellies. Donations may be
dropped off at the PNA.

LETTER FROM SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

(Abigail Cress graduated from Ballard HS and is studying at Seattle
University. St. John's has provided three scholarships to Abigail since
2007.)

Dear Ken and St. John's Lodge,

These last few weeks have been incredibly busy for me, |
thought last quarter | was busy with school, but then my
break has been even busier! As | type this letter, I am sitting
at SeaTac airport, waiting to board a plane for the first leg of
my trip to France. | decided last year to minor in French, and
am studying abroad for the next two quarters! Seattle
University has a great program, called French in France,
with which | am participating. Seventeen students are going,
along with two professors. We will live with families in the
Grenoble area, and attend classes at the University of
Grenoble. | am very excited to go, though a bit tired right
now, since | had to get up at three this morning to get to the
airport the suggested three hours early - it only took me an
hour to get through check-in and security!

This last quarter, while very busy getting everything ready
for travel (visa, forms for home-stays, medical forms, etc) |
was also able to do quite well academically. | earned a 4.0,
A's in all three of my classes. Two of my classes were
French, gearing up for study abroad these next two
quarters, and the third was a Humanities/Sociology class
called Livable City. | enjoyed my classes, though the
quarter simply flew by.

While I am in France, | will have internet access, so | will
be able to check my email. Please don't hesitate to ask for
updates. I imagine | might easily get wrapped up in day-to-
day things abroad, so feel free to prompt me for
information as needed or wanted!

My deepest thanks! Sincerely,
Abigail Cress

Lions Clubs International

The Lions Clubs support sight programs and services
including vision screenings, eye banks and eyeglass
recycling. They provide eye care services to those at risk of
losing their sight and raise donations through campaigns
like SightFirst.

Thanks to SightFirst, Lions have restored sight to 7.6
million people through cataract surgeries, prevented
serious vision loss for 30 million people and improved eye
care services for hundreds of millions.

Sadly, 80 percent of the world's blind were needlessly
without sight. Through their efforts, Lions have prevented
blindness by supporting cataract surgeries, helping expand
eye hospitals and clinics, educating the public, distributing
sight-saving medication, training eye care professionals
and establishing sustainable eye care systems in
underserved areas.

On average, about every $6 in donations has resulted
in a person with vision restored or saved from blindness.



Masonic Temple of Liverpool

Strangely, inside a central London hotel, there
is a Greek Masonic Temple with an opulent room of
marble, gilt, and mahogany. There are 12 types of
marble in the temple, all from
Italy, and the grandiose
throne-like chairs are heavy
mahogany. The temple was
built in 1912 and cost £50,000
at the time which is the
equivalent of £4 million today.

The Andaz Hotel itself is an impressive mixture
of Victorian craftsmanship and modern interiors.
The hotel, or|g|naIIy the Great Eastern, was built by

: Charles Barry Jr, son of the
architect of the Houses of
Parliament. Barry also crafted
the temple, at a cost of some
£50,000 (around £4 million in

- today's reckoning). The room
reportedly contalns 12 types of marble, as well as a
golden pipe organ and mahogany furnlture

When the hotel was sold N\
for refurbishment it was so
run-down the previous owners
had never discovered the
temple as it was boarded
behind a fake walll Many
believe Jack the Ripper was a

Mason and if so would have attended this temple as
it is closest to his hunting ground. Even though the
temple is within the hotel, the hotel owners do not
have rights over the use of the temple. That honor
belongs to the Freemasons, but the temple was
briefly used as the staff canteen during building
work!

Today the lodge room
is used as an events
venue. If you don't move
in circles swanky enough
to be invited along to such
things, you can normally
get a peek inside the
temple on Open House weekends every September.

The Andaz hotel can be found at 40 Liverpool Street.

Grand Lodge of Cuba Marks 150 Years

The Grand Lodge of Cuba celebrated its 150th
anniversary on December 3" with 250 guests from 25
countries in attendance.

According to organizers, representatives from
Guatemala, Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay, Ecuador, Haiti,
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Bahamas, Bermudas,
Germany, Russia, Austria, Holland, United Kingdom,
Spain, and the USA among others were in attendance.

Cuban Freemasons also paid homage to the National
Hero Jose Marti at Central Park in Old Havana.

City of Seattle purchases Woodland Park on
December 28, 1899.

On December 28, 1899, after much debate, the
City of Seattle agreed to purchase Woodland Park
for $100,000. The 200-acre tract stretches from the
shore of Green Lake to the crest of Phinney Ridge.
It was established by developer and St. John's
Brother Guy Phinney (1852-1893), but his widow
Nellie (Wright) Phinney (d. 1909) could not
maintain the grounds. The park housed a small
menagerie which provides the foundation for
today's Woodland Park Zoo.

The City paid Nellie Phinney $5,000 in cash and
assumed a $95,000 mortgage. Critics of the
purchase complained that the park was too distant
from the city center, but expanding streetcar
service and city annexations soon made it
accessible.

From Menagerie to World-Class Zoo

The city expanded the animal collection and
opened the Woodland Park Zoological Gardens in
1904. The zoo grounds and Green Lake shore
were landscaped five years later according to plans
drawn up by John C. Olmsted.

Despite local protests, the zoo was separated
from the balance of Woodland Park by the
construction of Highway 99 (Aurora Avenue N) in
the early 1930s. The City undertook a series of
revolutionary exhibit and habitat improvements
beginning in the 1970s, and the Woodland Park
Zoo is now regarded as one of the top 10 in the
nation.

Bro. Phinney's private streetcar and Woodland Park
gate at Fremont N and 50th, Seattle, ca. 1890
Courtesy Woodland Park Zoological Society

email ADDRESS? LET US KNOW! No
hard copy of Trestleboard will be mailed to
out-of-state members in February




Freemasons get special Idaho plates

BOISE, Idaho (AP) - Gem hunters and members of a
fraternal organization with roots dating to 16th-century
Scotland were able to proclaim their interests on Idaho
license plates after Friday, January 1.

That's when a pair of new specialty license plates - one
to promote lapidary education, the other to boost charitable
activities of Freemasons - went on sale.

They were approved by the Idaho Legislature, to join
about 40 other specialty-plate options that allow Idaho
drivers to financially support nonprofit organizations.

Other groups that benefit include snowmobile
aficionados, appaloosa horse lovers and firefighters.

A $35 fee is charged when the new plate is first
purchased; renewals will have a $25 fee. These fees are in
addition to all other applicable annual registration costs.

All but $13 from the cost of plates is deposited into the
groups' accounts.

Washington has had this vanity plate option for a few
years. The plate type is called Helping Kids Speak and is
available for your Auto, Motorcycle, and Trailer for an initial
fee of $40.00 with an annual renewal of $30.00 which will
benefit the Childhood Language Clinic (RiteCare).

WASHINGTON

b 12345

FREEMASON

District 5 Lodges

7910 Greenwood Ave. N
206 623-0261

St. John's No. 9
3rd Wednesday

Eureka No. 20
1st Monday except July, Aug., Dec.

307 Maple Leaf Pl. NE
206.367.1003

University No. 141
Meets 1st Monday except July, Aug.

4338 University Way NE
425-228-8619

Daylight No. 232
3rd Sat., except Dec.. last Sat. June.

307 Maple Leaf Pl. NE
206-228-9025

Lafayette No. 241
1st Thurs. except July, August, Nov.

7910 Greenwood Ave. N
206 542-1937

Queen Anne No. 242

2nd Thursday, 1st Thursday June,
except July, August

1608 4th Ave. W
206-285-1930

Alba No. 315
Sat. preceding April 30 and Oct. 31

619 N. 36th
206-440-9862

Esoterika No. 316
4th Tuesday of Oct., Jan., April, July

7910 Greenwood Ave. N
206-818-1804

January 2010 Bizarre and Unique Holidays

® Januarylis..... First Foot Day and Z Day
® January2is..... Run Up the Flagpole and See if
Anybody Salutes It Day

® January3is..... Festival of Sleep Day

® January4is. . ... Trivia Day and Humiliation Day
® January5is..... Bird Day

® January6is..... Bean Day

® January7is..... Old Rock Day

® January8is..... National Man Watcher's Day

® January9is..... Play God Day

® January 10 is . . . . Peculiar People Day

® January 11is. ... National Step in a Puddle and

Splash Your Friend Day

® January 12is. . .. Feast of Fabulous Wild Men Day

® January 13is. ... Make Your Dream Come True

Day and Blame Someone Else Day

® January 14 is.. . .. National Dress Up Your Pet Day

® January 15is. ... Hat Day

® January 16 is.. . . . Hot and Spicy Food

International Day and National Nothing Day

® January 17 is.. . .. Blessing of the Animals at the
Cathedral Day

® January 18 is.. ... Winnie the Pooh Day

® January 19is. . .. National Popcorn Day

® January 20 is . . . . National Buttercrunch Day &
St. John's Lodge No. 9 Stated Meeting Night

® January 21 is. ... National Hugging Day

® January 22 is. ... National Answer Your Cat's
Question Day and National Blonde Brownie Day

® January 23 is. ... National Handwriting Day,

National Pie Day, and Measure Your Feet Day
January 24 is . . . . Eskimo Pie Patent Day
January 25 is . . . . Opposite Day
January 26 is . . . . Australia Day
January 27 is . . . . Punch the Clock Day and

Thomas Crapper Day

® January 28 is . . .. National Kazoo Day, Clash
Day, Rattle Snake Round-Up Day

® January 29 s . ... National Cornchip Day

® January 30is. ... Escape Day

® January 31is. ... National Popcorn Day and

Child Labor Day

988089

Origin of National Buttercrunch Day:
Without a doubt, this day was created by an
individual or group that just loves Buttercrunch.
Perhaps, they were so busy enjoying their favorite
treat, that they failed to document their creation
and get the crunchy credit!

There is no evidence to suggest that this is truly a "National" day,
which requires an act of congress.



