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FROM THE EAST
MWBro. Joe Oates, Jr.

Worshipful Master

first want to say that I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday
season and I wish one and all a very happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year.

On behalf of the Lodge officers for 2012 and myself I sincerely thank
you for your display of confidence in electing us to our offices. The
officers and I will do our very best to serve the Lodge during the coming
year.

I would like to thank everyone who worked hard to make the
installation a great success. I especially would like to thank VW Charlie
Tupper, MW Al Jorgensen, MW Gale Kenney and MW Sat Tashiro who
made it look easy. Family and friends made the installation special and
we all appreciated their presence. We all owe a special thanks to our
families for supporting our efforts in Masonry. I would also like to thank
the members of the Lodge for all of their help last year when I was Acting
Master.

We have a great line of officers who have lots of ideas to improve our
Lodge. One of our most important goals for this year is to increase the
involvement of our members in our Lodge activities. I encourage my
Brothers to attend the Stated meetings, participate in Degree work and
attend the Lodge and family events in the coming year. If any Brother has
an idea or suggestion that will help us to achieve this goal, please let me
know.

We start the year off well by having three petitions for membership:
one for the degrees and two for plural membership. We have an
interesting meeting for January. The dinner entertainment will inform us
about how involved Masons have been in the arts. Also, a Brother from
Norway plans to visit. Let's have a large turnout and welcome him to St.
John's Lodge.

I want to remind everyone that ritual practice is now on a new night.
It will be held on the fourth Monday of each month. These practices are
open to all members of the Lodge. You don't have to be an officer to
attend. I personally invite you to join us for the ritual practice sessions.
Not only can you learn more about the ritual, but you will have an
enjoyable time meeting Masons from other lodges and enjoying the
fellowship. VW Charlie Tupper heads up the ritual practice sessions. The
Lodge really appreciates the time and effort that he puts into this.

I hope to see you on January 18.

FUN NIGHTS AT GREENWOOD
Watch for it. Greenwood

Masonic Center will be hosting a
number of family activities this
coming year to raise money for the
operation of the Temple. Game
nights, movie nights and the like will
be scheduled to offset the loss of
rentals to outside groups.

Some of these programs will be
regularly scheduled activities, such
as the movie nights. Others will be
irregular activities to take advantage
of special events, such as the Super
Bowl party to be held on Sunday,
February 5th.

CALENDAR

 January 14 (9am): WF Meier
Masonic College: topic Albert Pike

 January 14 (7pm): family movie
(Greenwood Masonic library)
 January 15 (3pm): Grand Master
reception of Worshipful Masters
(Seattle Scottish Rite)
 January 18 (6:15pm) 7:30pm: St.
John’s 9 (dinner) Stated
 January 23 (7-9pm): Ritual
instruction classes at Greenwood
 January 25 (6:30pm): District 5
Assoc. meeting (Spiro’s Pizza)
 January 26 (7pm): Officers
meeting/practice/degree
 January 27: Quarterly meeting of
Masonic Service Bureau (election of
officers)
 February 4 (11am – 7pm): Grand
Lodge regional communication Bellevue
 February 5: Super Bowl party
 February 8 (6pm): Board of
Trustees
 February 15 (6:15pm) 7:30pm:
St. John’s 9 (dinner) Stated – Official
Visit of the DDGM
 March 9-11: Warden’s Seminar
(Pasco)

I
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“Freemasons in the Arts” Topic at January Communication

Worshipful Master Joe Oates invites all Brothers and friends of St. John’s to our January communication,
Wednesday, January 18. Guests, including visiting Masons, ladies, and friends interested in Masonry, are invited to share

in the dinner and entertainment portion of the program.
Brothers usually begin to arrive around 5:30 for lively conversation and news of the day

before dinner is served at 6:15. This month, the Rainbow Girls of Kent Assembly No. 87 will be
our wait staff for a fine meal prepared by our chef Edwin Barber. We’ve enjoyed the table
services of Shoreline Chapter Order of DeMolay in October, November, and December and look
forward to the Rainbow Girls for the next 3 months.

Immediately following dinner, before we tile for the business portion of the evening, WBro.
Oates will present an interesting program on “Freemasons in the Arts.”

Masons are closely linked to
the arts in many ways. The Masons
have supported artists through

scholarships and patronage, and many
lodges have created or paid for beautiful artworks. In addition,
many famous writers, artists, and architects have been
Masons, and their affiliation with Freemasonry has affected
their work.

Many lodges created songs and cantatas for the
enjoyment of members and for special occasions – including
secret rituals. In fact, over the years many lodges had their
own orchestra or an organist or a choir. Many famous authors
have used Masons or Mason-like orders in their works of
fiction. Hollywood has made use of Masonic symbols and
Freemasonry in a number of films. Many artists use Masonic
symbols in their artwork.

Essayists, authors, poets, painters sculptors, actors,
comedians – Freemasons can be found in every corner of the
world of art.

Please make your 6:15pm dinner reservations with
the secretary at stjohns9@seattlemasons.org or 206
623-0261 by Friday (January 13th) prior to the stated
meeting. Invite a brother to accompany you to lodge.

19th ANNUAL WARDEN’S CONFERENCE

The future of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction and
in a Lodge lies with those who have been selected to be its
leaders. To that end, the weekend of March 9 – 11 marks
an important event for Lodge Officers – the 19th Annual
Wardens Conference.

This conference is specifically for Wardens and Senior
Deacons. The program is designed to lead these officers to a
greater understanding of their role as a leader in their lodge
and provide them the skills to excel and succeed in that role.
A few of the topics to be covered include: membership,
fund raising, ritual, lodge business practices, key leadership
skills, working with the Brethren, term planning, long range
planning, and specific duties for the Senior and Junior
Warden and Senior Deacon positions.

Lodge officers are encouraged to attend this valuable
and informative weekend of Masonic Leadership and
Fraternity. The 2012 Wardens Conference will be held at
the Red Lion Hotel in Pasco.

Ritual Instruction Classes Move To 4th Monday

VWBro. Charles Tupper has shifted the ritual
instruction classes to the 4th Monday of each month,
anticipating that Maritime Lodge No. 239 will be moving
from Doric Masonic Center to Greenwood.

Maritime meets on the 2nd Monday of the month (dark
in July and August).

Ritual classes are open to all Masons, regardless of
level of degree. All brothers are encouraged to come out
and work on improving their memorization, floorwork, or
to study the meanings of our ritual.

AFRAID TO TACKLE MASONIC RITUAL?

That great actor Sir Laurence Olivier said “Striving for
perfection is the greatest stopper there is. You’ll be afraid
you can’t achieve it. It’s your excuse to yourself for not
doing anything. Instead, strive for excellence, doing your
best.”

That’s pretty good advice for learning a lecture or living
one’s life!

HEAVENLY QUARRIES CLAIM ST. JOHN’S LABORERS

This year eleven members of St. John’s have ceased
their earthly toils and join our brothers in that house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens:

Raised Died

John "Jack" Avery 4/18/1950 11/13/2010

Mordie M. Eskenazi 1/22/1958 12/26/2011

Clarence "Bud" Glandon 8/26/1950 5/29/2011

Glenn L. Goodsen 2/26/1950 2/16/2011

Albert L. Levinski 11/23/1949 5/4/2011

Gary E. Messett 4/27/1968 4/13/2011

Holger Pedersen 1/19/1953 10/8/10

Gary R. Pepple 2/24/1971 1/27/2011

George M. Rine 4/5/1997 11/16/2011

W. Douglas Searles (H) 1/18/2003 7/23/2011

Bruno Zittlau 9/8/1982 12/24/2011

“Thy day of toil on earth, my Brothers, is over. Thou
hast entered upon a greater field of labor and of love.”

The Fiddler (1912) by
Russian artist and
Freemason Marc Chagall
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Services

Emergency food shelf
Job referrals

A place to clean up
Advocacy

Opportunities for
service

Listening friends
Mailing address

Case management
Coffee and snacks
Shelter from the

weather
Outreach and

referrals
Access to a phone

Free clothing

ANNUAL GRAND LODGE COMMUNICATION

The 2012 Annual Communication of the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of
Washington will be held on June 8th and 9th at the Hilton
Convention Center in Vancouver, Washington. Four years
ago, the Grand Lodge passed a resolution changing the
timing of the Annual Communication to a Friday/Saturday
format and this will be the first year that takes effect.

For working brothers, this means instead of having to
take multiple days off to attend the full communication,
one personal day on Friday is all you would need, so I
encourage each of you to make the most of one time per
year that YOUR Grand Lodge meets.

This year, our
social time will start
with a “Glow Ball”
par three golf
tournament at the
Lakeview par three
golf course. OK, this
is where the non-
golfers skip on to the
next paragraph: DON’T! We have set up this event
specifically for non-golfers and/or “duffers.” (Of course,
golfers are always welcome – but don’t think actually
being a golfer will be much of advantage.) For those
unfamiliar with glow ball, it’s played in the dark with
special balls that glow. There are also glow sticks that
show the tee boxes, flags and holes. Play will be a best ball
scramble (for the non-golfer, all this means is everyone in
your team tees off, then you take the best shot off the tee
and hit the next shot from there, etc.) So, we’re on a par
three with about a 90 yard average hole length, in the dark,
with a best ball scramble – I think you can see why golfers
and non-golfers will both have a good time “on the level.”
This event will start at 8:30 pm with a barbeque at the
course before and, in the spirit of just having fun, all this
will only be $25 to $30 per person (TBD), including
dinner, prizes and drinks!

Ladies are welcome at this event.
Speaking of the ladies, the Grand Master’s Lady,

Patty, has been working hard to put a dream she has had
together for the ladies program. Knowing that many of you
who live in the Puget Sound and Eastern Washington areas
rarely get a chance to experience Southwest Washington,
there will be a lunch river cruise to the Columbia River
Gorge that will allow the ladies to experience its world-
renowned beauty. This will be a once in a lifetime
experience where the ladies can fellowship as they
experience great food and scenery.

Finally, some of the best fellowship can be had at the
hospitality suites provided by the Grand Lodge and
different Lodges who have everything from homemade
brew to snacks. Personally, I know these tend to be a

“heard through the grapevine” type affairs where you have
to ask where different rooms are. Unfortunately, many
first-time attendees have no idea that there’s an opportunity
to fellowship and head off on their own. We are attempting
to get all of the hospitality rooms in one area of the hotel to
make it easy on everyone and to keep from disrupting
anyone else in the hotel. Also, we would like to coordinate
any themes, functions etc. to make the hospitality suites
more fun. For example, one Lodge might want to do a wine
tasting room while another might want to do a “Fiesta”
room with Mexican snacks and margaritas. So, if your
Lodge is considering sponsoring a hospitality suite, please
contact me. The intention is not to control what your Lodge
does, just make it easier and more fun for everyone.

As usual, all the information and registration will be
sent to the Grand Lodge membership this spring and hotel
information will be posted on the Grand Lodge web site.
For those that have never been to a Grand Lodge
Communication, or those that have come in for a day and
left, this year please use the time outside of the official
Communication to make new friends or renew old
friendships and learn what’s going on in the Jurisdiction.
Certainly, with many challenges facing different Lodges
and the Grand Lodge, it’s more critical than ever that we
build fraternal bonds and work together.
Fraternally,
Paul Waadevig
Junior Grand Steward/Co-Chair
2012 Arrangements Committee

Hats, Gloves Are Collected For Needy

BRATTLEBORO, VT -- The Brattleboro Masonic
Lodge partnered with the Brattleboro Area Drop In Center in
December.

“Warm Hands, Warm Hearts” is an effort by the Masons to
raise money through donations and the
sale of hot beverages to downtown
shoppers in front of the Masonic
Temple on Main Street on Saturdays
during the holiday shopping season.

They also collected warm hats,
gloves, mittens and blankets for both
adults and children at the same time.

The funds raised and the items
collected were donated to the
Brattleboro Area Drop In Center to be
given to those homeless and at-risk
people in the community to help them
stay warm during the upcoming cold
days of winter. Warm blankets were
also collected.

The Masons have long supported
the Drop In Center's programs and this
is an extension of that support.

The Drop In Center is a United
Way agency.
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In 2010, Teen Feed served 13,481 meals over a total
of 345 evenings in the University District community.
They have been dedicated to meeting the needs of
homeless and at-risk youth in the University District since
1986. Through its Teen Feed program nutritious meals are
provided nightly from the basements of a consortium of
neighborhood churches. Volunteer kitchen teams prepare
the meals and trained volunteer advocates dine with the
youth. The brothers of St. John’s have stepped in a couple
of times each year to relieve the many volunteers who
make this program a success. For some reason, we have
fallen through the cracks and haven’t been asked to serve
the last couple of years. However, we have given financial
support continuously.

Recent communication with the Teen Feed folks
assures us that they will again be calling on us for back-up
support to serve our kids who find the streets less than
hospitable, to say the least.

This year, Teen Feed wants to reach out by delivering
meals to the homeless beyond the University area. They
hoped to raise $8,000 to purchase an “outreach van” to
help accomplish this. Last month St. John’s contributed
$1,200 to Teen Feed to help purchase a van to deliver
meals to the homeless Seattle young people. This effort
pushed them over the top and soon a van will be hitting the
streets.

SANTA’S HELPERS AT WORK

St. John’s brothers Charlie Tupper, Hector Ramos,
David Holdsworth, Joshua Skinner, and John
Louderback shopped for food, gifts, and an assortment of
staples for local families in need a few days before
Christmas. Santa’s gifts were wrapped and delivered to the
happy families.

One 13-year-old girl who lives with her grandmother
wanted (and received) a guitar. Bro. Jeff Pullen arranged
for four start-up lessons, and Bro. Adam Creighton has
offered some additional instruction.

SANTA VISITS VETERANS’ CHILDREN

St. John’s didn’t forget the children of our military
veterans this year. While “Santa” wasn’t permitted to visit

in the home, we did
purchase gifts
including bicycles,
needed shoes and an
assortment of gifts
which were distributed
on our behalf by
volunteers of the VA
hospital in Tacoma.

Past Masters
MWBro. Al Jorgensen

and VWBro. Chuck Brockway purchased and delivered the
welcomed “goodies” just before Christmas.

ST. JOHN’S TO HOST REGIONAL GRAND LODGE

Deputy of the Grand Master VWBro. Charles Tupper
announces that the regional communication of Grand
Lodge will be held Saturday, February 4, from 11am to
7pm, at Lakeside Masonic Center in Bellevue. This
regional communication
will include Districts 4, 5
6, and 7. St. John’s will
be the “host” Lodge and
will open the session on
the Entered Apprentice
degree.

Among the topics of interest will be introductions to
new programs in research and education.

WHERE DID FREEMASONRY START?

Because Freemasonry is many centuries old, scholars
do not agree about precisely when and where it began.
There is some belief that a form of
Masonry existed before recorded history.
The most commonly accepted theory is
that the origins of Freemasonry reach back
to medieval times when the great
cathedrals of Europe were built. The
stonemasons who created these awe-
inspiring Gothic structures formed craft
guilds to protect the secrets of their trade, to help one
another, and to pass on their knowledge to worthy
apprentices.

In 17th century England, these guilds began accepting
honorary members, men of learning and position. These
new members were not working stonemasons or even
associated with the building trades. As “accepted masons,”
they eventually grew into a separate organization called
Free and Accepted Masons, or Freemasonry.

Coming to Dinner at 6:15? RSVP at 206 623-0261 or email the
Secretary at stjohns9@seattlemasons.org.

VW Chuck Brockway and MW Al
Jorgensen collect and deliver bicycles to
military children

Lakeside Lodge in Bellevue
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HERE AND ABOUT

Bro. Skott Young is unit production
manager for two films now in production
in the Seattle area…. Bro. James Phelen
has recently authored a fiction novel….
WBro. Vinny DiGiulio, a Catholic, is
writing a book about Catholicism and Freemasonry…. Bro.
Phillip See is Wise Master of the Seattle Valley Chapter of Rose
Croix…. WBro. Jim Shields had a second knee replacement last
month…. VWBro. David Campbell will be having heart surgery
this month….

Saturday, January 28

“THE TRAITOR” – A STAGE PLAY
King Solomon Council #27 (York Rite Masonry) will

be serving a fantastic eight-course
dinner followed by a play right out
of the 17th century – “The Traitor”
by James Shirley. The Traitor is
widely considered to represent the
finest of Shirley's efforts in the
genre and to be among the best
tragedies of its period, first staged
in 1631. “It is impossible to find a

more successful drama of its type than Shirley's Traitor.”
(Felix Emmanuel Schelling, Elizabethan Drama 1558–1642, Boston, Houghton
Mifflin, 1908; p. 324.)

The 6pm dinner will be preceded by a social hour
(5pm) at the King Solomon Masonic Temple in Auburn.
Tickets ($35) are available from WBro. Vinny DiGiulio
(425 802-4274).

Prevent Blindness Oklahoma
Names Cushing Masonic Lodge as
Lodge of the Year

Robert Felts, Worshipful Master, and Terry Maxwell,
Junior Warden, of Cushing Lodge #111, admire a plaque
received from Prevent Blindness Oklahoma naming the local

lodge as Prevent Blindness
Oklahoma's “Lodge of the Year”
for 2011. (See photo) Joining
Felts and Maxwell is Ms. Lesley
Snyder, a staff member and
screener for PBO. Ms. Snyder
nominated the Cushing Lodge
for their support and providing
volunteers to assist in vision

screening in all four of Cushing's elementary schools and Pre-K
center, plus the elementary school in Yale, Oklahoma.

Members of the Cushing Lodge attend training seminars to
receive certification that permits them to assist in the PBO
screenings. The picture was taken at the Wilson Pre-K Center
where approximately 140 four and five year olds were given
vision screening tests.

Prevent Blindness Oklahoma provides vision screening to
Head Start Programs, Pre-K Centers, and elementary schools in
all 77 counties in Oklahoma representing over 1000 site visits.

Alappuzha, India November 20, 2011

Parishioners, public oppose Freemason
hall, alleging Black Mass activities

Activities of a Freemason hall near the Thumboli St.
Thomas Church had to be carried out under police
protection despite a High Court order after local public and
parishioners objected to the hall in their locality.

Mild tension prevailed in the area in the morning, with
parishioners alleging that Satanic worship was being
conducted inside the Neroth Mathew and Joseph Masonic
Hall, situated a few metres away from the historical
Thumboli church.

The tension between the Freemasons who own the
hall and the parishioners has been on since the theft of
sacraments from the St. Francis Assisi Church at
Vellapally late last year. Though the Freemasons denied
any connection with the incident, people alleged that black
mass was being conducted in Masonic halls here and the
police too, following complaints, had conducted
inspections in various areas where black mass was
suspected to have been conducted.

The tension led to the
Freemasons obtaining order from
the high court, permitting them to
continue their activities in the
Masonic hall at Thumboly. The
members arrived along with the
police on Sunday and even as
they were engaged in their
activities in the hall, a large
crowd gathered outside. The
police had to toil for nearly an
hour to convince the crowd that
there was a court order that had to
be adhered to, following which
the crowd dispersed.

The parishioners, meanwhile,
said they had noticed a “spurt in
suspicious activities,” allegedly
black mass in the region and that
the Church too had cautioned them to be alert, which was
why they were opposing the Masonic hall where no one
else was allowed. Pastoral letters too were read out recently
in the church, warning the parishioners against an increase
in incidents of black mass in the region.

2012 Dues $18 (payable by Dec. 31, 2011)
If you haven’t paid your 2012 dues of $18, do it today! In this

lodge, those who have been members of the fraternity for 40

years, or are Life Members, or who have served as Master of

St. John’s (as well as our consolidated lodges) are no longer

obligated to pay dues.

If you’re current in your dues, you should find a 2012

membership card in your wallet.

Alappuzha, also known as
Alleppey, is a town in
Alappuzha District of Kerala
state of southern India.

Playwright James Shirley
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Masonic lodge gives away 72
bicycles, hundreds of other toys
at annual Christmas party
By ROB SPAHR, Staff Writer

Bikes line the Pleasantville Middle School stage as parents and
children fill the school's cafeteria for the local Masons' annual
holiday party, during which children get to see Santa and
receive gifts and bicycles.

PLEASANTVILLE - Mayleanne Lugo smiled as she
approached Santa Claus inside Pleasantville (New Jersey)
Middle School's cafeteria on Saturday morning.

The 3-year-old Egg Harbor Township resident's smile
grew when Santa gave her a small container of Play-Doh,
which she hugged against her chest until she became the
first of 72 local children to win a bicycle, her first, at the
34th annual Hiram Abiff Lodge No. 16 Christmas party.

And even though Lugo's tiny feet did not know exactly
how to maneuver the pedals on her new bicycle, her now
enormous smile showed her
excitement.

“I never heard about
anything like this until a friend told
me about it. But I love it, and she
obviously loves it too,” Lugo's
mother Fabiola Rodriquez, 32,
said while looking down at her
daughter, who was inspecting her
new wheels. “This is a wonderful
thing they do.”

The large-scale holiday
tradition started under the
direction of the Masonic Lodge's Past Master Clarence
Williams, who was at Saturday's event helping to hand out
gifts.

“He told us he wanted to do something positive in the
community for the children,” said past Grand Master John
Bettis, who was the president of that year's membership
class. “We had 200 or 300 kids here for the first year, when
we only had two bikes - one boy's bike and one girl's bike -
to give away. And it just grew from there.”

This year, more than 600 children - from infants to 12
year olds - flooded into the cafeteria for a chance to get
one of the 72 bicycles or hundreds of other toys that were
given away.

“Every child will leave here today with a toy,” the
lodge's Worshipful Master Mark Alexander said. “That's the
way it always is, and that's why people look forward to this
every year.”

Mayor Jesse Tweedle, Sr. praised the continued
generosity of the lodge and the community as a whole.

“This is one of the biggest events in Pleasantville each
year. And this is all about the community coming together,
letting people know that we care, that we care for the kids
and that the kids are our most-precious resource,” Tweedle
said.

Protecting National Treasures: The
Masons of California
by Bey-Ling Sha

I don't know about you, but when I think about
Freemasons or Masons, I think of mystical knights,
elaborate conspiracies, and blockbuster Hollywood
movies about secret codes concocted by America's
Founding Fathers to protect national treasures.

As it turns out, the real Masons are much more
interesting.

A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to attend a
reception with State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tom Torlakson. This was a small town hall
sponsored by the Masons of California. At this meeting,
I learned that the Masons are big supporters of public
education and have been for centuries. In California, the
man who basically founded our public school system
was a Mason. Who knew!

Right here in San Diego, the Masons funded the
college expenses of 21 students who otherwise would not
have had the opportunity for higher learning. One recent
recipient of this Investment in Success scholarship
program was an 18-year-old woman who attended high
school full time while working 32 hours a week to single-
handedly support her younger siblings.

On the other end of the school spectrum, the
Masons of California have partnered with national
nonprofit Raising A Reader to get books into the hands
of kindergarteners who otherwise would have nothing to
read at home. Central Elementary in City Heights is one
beneficiary of this program, which will fund take-home
books for eight kindergarten classes.

So, really, perhaps my initial views of the Masons
were not so far off-base. Here are some modern knights
in shining armor giving opportunities to kids that
otherwise wouldn't have them. Masons today conspire
with community-based partners to bring more resources
to schools. And they do it all to protect our nation's true
treasure — our children.

The best part? None of this is secret. The Masons
are just too busy doing stuff to talk about the stuff they
do.

Now, we just need a blockbuster movie about the
real Masons. Hello Hollywood?
Bey-Ling Sha lives in San Carlos.
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POWER OUTAGE DISRUPTS SANTA PEOPLE

Thousands lost power after windy weather toppled trees and
power lines Sunday morning, ruining Christmas dinners and
disrupting other holiday plans.

About 18,000 Seattle City Light customers lost power
Sunday. Power was restored to most of those homes by late Sunday
night. Thousands of Puget Sound Energy customers also lost power.

The Christmas People prepare meals and distribute
warm clothing to hundreds of homeless women every
Christmas. St. John’s has lent financial assistance each
year for the past several years. Masons and friends and
our Masonic young people also help prepare the meals.
All this is organized and led by our brother Fred
Hutchinson and his lady Ruth Bishop. Here is WBro.
Fred’s story following this year’s Christmas project:

At 11:40am on Sunday the 25th we had just finished
preparing lunch and were packing the food in our vehicles. A few
minutes later the power poles went down and all the power lines to
Southgate. We immediately pulled all the remaining food from the
prep tables, refrigerators and freezers and packed them into three
vehicles.

Our first destination was Noel House where 100 women and
staff were awaiting lunch. While some of our group was serving
lunch, we spoke with the leadership at Noel House who agreed
that we could prepare the evening meal in their 2nd and 3rd floor
kitchens. They were small as these are usually used for the
permanent residents who cook for themselves. The rest of the
building is for transient use. We had three ovens and cook tops
which was sufficient to turn out more than 500 dinners consisting
of baked chicken pieces, gravy, dressing, macaroni and cheddar
cheese, steamed vegetables, salad together with homemade
cookies. Noel House is a shelter on the corner of 2nd and Bell
Street downtown Seattle.

At 5 p.m. we packed up more than 400 meals for the other
shelters and delivered them a couple of minutes EARLY since the
shelters are less than a half mile from each other downtown.

We had a sign on the door at Southgate (Lodge) that told of
where we were. Seven volunteers got back into their cars on
Christmas afternoon and found us. Together we put out excellent
food, interacted with our guests and made Christmas a little
brighter for a lot of people.

(W)e delivered and helped serve 700 meals to Mary's Place,
Noel House and Angeline’s, (and brought ) several hundred
cookies to Operation Night Watch on Christmas Eve.

Altogether, twelve Masons and ten family members plus 12
doctors, nurses and social workers from my hospice team at Group
Health – together with Ruth and I – not only did the work of
Christmas but witnessed the miracle of graciousness and
hospitality ourselves as we moved into new space for cooking.
This was the first year that the shelters allowed men into the
facility to serve and cook, primarily because the group has gained
rapport and trust and because many decided that Masons were
okay people.

Please convey to all members our sincere thanks for their
help and support. And thank you for your concern. This was the
best Christmas event EVER.

Monette Masons collect over 50
hams for giveaway
December 20, 2011
By NAN SNIDER, Town Crier

Masons pictured are, from left: Mike Swindle, Larry Bibb and
Tom Carroll. Not pictured: Bill Hetler and Bear Harrell.
(Town Crier photo/Nan Snider)

Members of the Masonic Lodge #558 (Arkansas)
purchased 50 large hams as part of their Christmas
gift giving project for Monette, Leachville, and Black
Oak residents.

“When we mailed out membership letters this
year we asked for donations for this special Christmas
project,” Larry Bibb said. “With 68 members we
received enough in donations to purchase 50 large
hams. We know that this will help make someone's
Christmas Day just a little better.”

Coming to Dinner at 6:15? RSVP at 206 623-0261 or email the
Secretary at stjohns9@seattlemasons.org.
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Entered apprentice: An indentured servant?

At our last stated communication, Senior Warden Bro.
David Flood presented his research on the origins of the
term “entered apprentice.” He noted that his great-great
grandfather had indentured himself to a tradesman at the
cost of 100 £s (October 1, 1880). This indenture was for
five years. Indentured apprentices were obligated to their
“master” for a specific period of time, usually from 3 – 7
years, where they learned the skills of the trade. The
master was obligated to his apprentice to teach him the
skills, and to provide food, clothing and shelter. Most of
their training is done while working for an employer who
helps the apprentices learn their trade, in exchange for their
continuing labor for an agreed period after they become
skilled. The term “obligation” comes from the same root
word “lig” as in ligament – those bindings which tie the
bone to bone as our obligations tie brother to brother.

An indentured servant was a person who came to
America and was placed under contract to work for another
over a period of time, usually seven years, especially
during the 17th to 19th centuries. Generally, indentured
servants included redemptioners, victims of religious or
political persecution, persons kidnapped for the purpose,
convicts, and paupers.

Indentured servitude refers to the historical practice
of contracting to work for a fixed period of time, typically
three to seven years, in exchange for transportation, food,
clothing, lodging and other necessities during the term of
indenture. Usually the father made the arrangements and
signed the paperwork. They included men and women;

most were under the age
of 21, and most became
helpers on farms or house
servants. In terms of
living conditions and
discipline, they were
usually treated like
relatives. They were not
paid cash. It was a system

that provided jobs and—most important—transportation
for poor young people from the overcrowded labor markets
of Europe who wanted to come to labor-short America but
had no money to pay for it. The great majority became
farmers and farm wives.

Apprenticeship is a system of training a new
generation of practitioners of a skill. Apprentices (or in
early modern usage “prentices”) or protégés build their
careers from apprenticeships. Most of their training is done
while working for an employer who helps the apprentices
learn their trade in exchange for their continuing labor for
an agreed period after they become skilled. Theoretical
education may also be involved, informally via the
workplace and/or by attending vocational schools while
still being paid by the employer.

LET’S LOOK
AT THAT A
LITTLE
CLOSER

As Freemasons, we
introduce the new initiate into our fraternity by way of
ritualistic instruction. Too often we explain very little
beyond the initial ceremony.

North
The north is Masonically called “a place of
darkness.” The sun in its progress through the
ecliptic never reaches farther than 23°28' north of the
equator. A wall being erected on any part of the earth
farther north than that, will therefore, at meridian,
receive the rays of the sun only on its south side,
while the north as a symbol of darkness will be
entirely in shadow at the hour of meridian.

Northeast Corner
Masonic legend and ritual recognize the northeast
corner as the proper place for laying the corner-stone
in an edifice; symbolically this corner represents the
beginning of the laying of the corner-stone of the
spiritual superstructure which every true Mason must
build. Here, in the Northeast Corner, through
ceremonies and instruction, the initiate commences
the moral and intellectual task of erecting a spiritual
temple in his heart. The corner-stone is emblematic
of a “well-tried, true, and trusty” Masonic character
which he begins now to build -- the squareness of its
surface, emblematic of morality; its cubical form,
emblematic of firmness and stability of character; the
peculiar finish and fineness of the material,
emblematic of virtue and holiness. In consecrated
language of symbolism the newly admitted
Apprentice is instructed in a life of integrity and
stability of conduct, of truthfulness and uprightness of
character, and of purity and holiness in all human
relations. Isa. 30:18-21 - Matt. 7:13,14 - 1 Cor. 3:16-17 - St. Mark 12:10

MILTON BENSON: Grand Master 1994-1995

MWBro. Milton R. Benson, Past Grand Master in
1994-1995, passed away December 12, 2011.
Services will be Sunday, January 29, 2012 at 2:00
p.m., at Alki Masonic Center, 4736 40th Ave. SW,
Seattle.


